THE MAN I KNEW

Dighton Probyn insisted on our using his private garden,
where we could be undisturbed.

Queen Alexandra enjoyed the whole thing almost as
much as we did, and thought that things would be made
easier if she wrote a letter to my mother for Douglas to
take when he had to break the news and ask her permission
for the marriage.

It was usual for the guests staying to leave before the
Royal Family and household, and Douglas left early on
Monday morning by train for London. He went straight
to my mother's house. She at first, not liking to see strangers,
refused to give him an interview, but finding that he
would not go, she was obliged to see him, and from
what my sister, who was there, told me afterwards, the
meeting must have been very amusing, because Douglas
simply bKirted out at once what he had come to see her
about.

During my engagement Queen Alexandra did every-
thing she could think of to make things easy for us, and
insisted on my remaining in waiting until my wedding day.
I had a very gay time then, because the Queen went out
almost every night to one of the big London dinners, balls
or receptions, and Douglas came for a short time to some
of them. We had much difficulty in getting the date of the
wedding fixed, but the Queen helped us by arranging for
our wedding to be at Buckingham Palace, and she suggested
to one of her other Maids of Honour, Mary Dyke, that she
be married at the same time. Mary had for some time been
engaged to Captain Bell of the Rifle Brigade, and the Queen,
with her motherly instinct towards the Maids of Honour
attached to her personal household, had been distressed that
the arrangements had gone no further. The Queen asked
the permission of their respective parents that the marriage
of lliis young.couple might be on the same day as mine,
and the joint wedding took place on Tuesday, July nth,
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